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Welcome back to a new school
year and welcome aboard to
our new educators! The new
year has started with lots of
activities and some challenges.
You know that we have
prepared for the attack on our
association for months but
despite efforts to derail the work
of unions across the nation and
in our own backyard, we are
alive and well. We are surviving
the June 2018 Janus ruling.
We will continue to work
to strengthen our collective
bargaining agreement with your
input, collaborate more
effectively with district and site
administrators, and work
together to educate our
students.
It goes without saying
that as new programs and
systems are introduced and
implemented, there will be
bumps along the way. The best
way to help smooth out those

bumps is to be involved. We are all
busy, but it’s not enough for us to
just talk about what needs to be
done. How can you get involved?
Attend school board meetings,
work on the campaign to elect
effective school boards leaders,
attend rep council meetings (if you
aren’t a rep, come as a guest),
stay in touch with your site rep and
directors, or join a committee.
There is no end to ways you can be
an active member.
When you see “We are
ACT” in our emails, flyers and on
social media, don’t think of it as just
our hashtag. It means that
Associated Chino Teachers is
made up of all our members. We
are over 1,400 educators with the
power to affect change. When
we stand together we can get
things done.
I hope you have a very
successful school year, and I look
forward to to seeing you soon!

YOUR Involvement Matters!
The upcoming board election is a
big one because there are two open
seats. It is important that we get board
members elected that will make
decisions that are in the best interest of all
students and will support teachers. Don
Bridge and Joe Schaffer are the ACT
recommended candidates to fill those
seats. In an interview with the Political
Action Committee (PAC) Chair, Kristen
Woods, states, “They are both
experienced, attend board meetings
regularly, sit on committees, and have
ties to our community. Other candidates
do not have ties to our community, did
not attend board meetings until they

@ChinoTchrs #WeAreACT

2

CTA Support
Member Benefits

New Member Spotlight
New Teacher Orientation

2

Contract Corner

2

Featured Executive Board Member

3

Upcoming Events

3

Welcome New CVUSD Teachers

4

Susie Hofmann

New Teacher Reception

Together, we are ACT!
Questions? Comments? Concerns?
Ideas? Please contact us at:
ACTnewsletter@gmail.com
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started their campaigns, are pro charter
schools, and are using this position as a
stepping stone.”
As teachers, there is a lot that we
can do to help get these amazing
candidates seats on the board. Canvassing
is happening every Saturday until the
election. Meet at the ACT office at 9:00 AM
and return at 12 PM for ACT PAC-provided
lunch. You can put a yard sign on your car
dashboard. You can also distribute flyers or
show off signs, outside of school property—
like right across the street after school.
Contact Kristen Woods or the ACT office if
you are interested in getting involved. We
need YOU!
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CTA Support: Member Benefits
As some of you know, ACT is a local of
CTA and NEA, which means that with
ACT membership, you also enjoy
membership in the California Teachers
Association (CTA) and The National
Educators Association (NEA). CTA and
NEA membership brings you benefits
that you would not get otherwise
through such programs as:
• Instructional Leadership Corps: In
partnership with Stanford University,
teachers statewide train others on
ways to improve teaching and other
instruction-related practices.
• Institute For Teaching: IFT promotes
teacher-driven solutions to help
struggling students and schools by
giving innovation grants directly to
members and locals. Please go to
https://www.cta.org/About-CTA/CTAFoundation/IFT.aspx for more
information.
• Conferences and Workshops: CTA
members have access to the latest in
professional development such as the
following trainings on The Basics of
Universal Design for Learning
(October 17, 2018) and Positive
Behavioral interventions (November
14, 2018). Go to www.cta.org/ipd or
PD resources. CTA also holds several

popular yearly conferences such as
the GLBT Issues Conference
(December 7-9, 2018, Palm Springs),
the New Educator Conference
(December 14-16, 2018, San Diego),
the Issues Conference (covering a
variety of issues such as Adult Bullying,
ESSA, CalSTRS Retirement) (Las Vegas,
January 18-20, 2019), the Equity and
Human Rights Conference (March 13, 2019, San Jose), and the Good
Teaching Conference (March 22-24,
2019), to name a few.
• Member Benefits: CTA members are
automatically enrolled in a benefits
program designed to benefit you,
your family, and your profession. You
can access some of these benefits by
downloading the “My Deals” Mobile
app or by going to
CTAMemberBenefits.org/Access. We
also have Auto and Home Insurance
through California Casualty and
Disability Insurance through the
Standard. NEA also provides you with
Liability Insurance which covers your
payment of legal defense of up to 3
million per civil proceeding and up to
1 million if damages are assessed
against you, amongst other things.
• Representation: CTA members have

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

Before the new school year began, dozens of new teachers attended New
Teacher Training. Pictured above is a group of new teachers at the ACT New
Teacher Orientation in August, at the PDC II.
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by Liz Pinkava
the right to legal representation. With
this comes access to the best labor,
criminal, credential, etc. law firms in
the state specializing in all teacher
issues such as, termination/
suspension, STRS Disability Allowance
denials, credential reviews, layoffs,
etc. This representation is different
and ON TOP of the Liability Insurance
mentioned above.
• Disaster Relief Grants: This is a special
fund created to provide financial
assistance to members who
experience significant losses due to
natural disasters in California.
• CTA Foundation for Teaching and
Learning: Offers scholarships and
grants to members continuing their
education, to the dependent children
of members, members of Student
CTA, ethnic minorities entering the
profession and students and teachers
who promote civil rights. Deadlines
start from December 14, 2018 and go
to March 15, 2019.
These are just some of the benefits you
enjoy because ACT is a local of CTA
and NEA. As an ACT member, you
know not just that your ACT colleagues
are there for you but that professionals
state and nationwide do as well!

Contract Corner

8.1 Evaluations
The intent of the observation/
evaluation process shall be to
maintain and improve the quality of
the instructional program. The
observation/evaluation process shall
be conducted in a manner which
recognizes both the teacher and
administrator as professionals, and
creates an atmosphere of trust and
cooperation between the
participants in the process. This
statement of purpose shall not be
subject to the grievance process.

www.associatedchinoteachers.com
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Featured Executive Board Member
From Involved Parent to Involved Member
Susie Hofmann is a 4th grade
teacher at Chaparral Elementary
and has been teaching for 23 years.
She has had quite a few roles within
her school and ACT, but her current
leading role with ACT is Elementary
Director. She is also on the bargaining
team.
Susie’s involvement with ACT
began back in 2011 when she was
actively attending board meetings
and speaking out against things that
she didn’t agree with as a parent.
She has three children that have all
gone through the CVUSD school
system and she has played an active
role in ensuring that her children have
the best educational opportunities
possible.
In 2011, Susie was
approached by the former ACT
president and asked to join the
bargaining team. This was all due to
her ability to speak clearly and
confidently without getting
emotional, during board meetings.
She has played the role of bargaining
chair and is now playing the role of
bargaining team member.
Susie believes that it’s very
important to have good relationships
with administrators and other people

by Bonni Gallegos

from the district. Her ability to
maintain a good relationship with Dr.
Enfield was very beneficial when the
district went to impasse during the
contract’s bargaining process.
Susie’s current role as
elementary director is that of a face
and representation for union
members when there is a need
beyond what a site rep can handle.
She contacts administrators directly
to clarify any issues that may be
happening at their school and tries to
put an end to faulty practices. She
has represented many members at
various school sites, including Cal
Aero this summer when their site rep
was off because of the track system.
As an active union member,
Susie would like all members to know
that we all have a voice, even if we
feel like we may not sometimes. If you
ever feel that you need someone by
your side, Susie is not afraid to assert
herself and speak out for things that
she thinks are wrong. Susie stated,
“We have worked very hard for the
contract we have to make the best
working conditions for the teachers in
our district. I don’t like it when it’s
violated.”

@ChinoTchrs #WeAreACT
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Welcome All New CVUSD
Teachers to the ACT Family
Allen, Thomas
Alvarado, Christy
Alves, Sandra
Alvo, Samantha
Anderson, Aleissa
Andrade, Karina
Andrade, Rachelle
Antonio, Maria
Araiza Torres,
Christian
Arnell, Derek
Ashcraft, Jason
Barreras, Kimberly
Bhatt, Sameer
Bustos, Velouria
Cahill, Denice
Carlos, Clarita
Carry, Tiffany
Castillo, Erica
Chavez, Christina
Chung, Stephanie
Cox, Tate
Crowell, James
David, Breanna
De La Torre, Miryam
Denny, Richard
Dougherty, Julianne
Ebel, Lance
Edwards, Kaitlyn
Enriquez, Jennifer
Essig, Kristyn
Fontes, Laura
Fredericks, Kathryn
Gancz, Gerardo
Garcia, Brian
Gass, Janet
Gomez, Anna

Greenhalgh,
Pamela
Hefner, Annalisa
Hernandez, Moises
Hoenisch, Brogan
Hsing, Jade
Iossif, Italia
Jester, Nicole
Kavia, Shital
Killinger, Gregory
Lentz, Kevin
Levario, Jennifer
Linenberger, Virginia
Lopez, Kenia
Lukasik, Lauren
Manley, Jason
Marchbanks, Kellie
Marnell, Kimberly
Martin, Janet
McDonough, Ian
McGee, Sarah
McGrath, Amber
McGuire, Bradley
McZeal, Ewanya
Mendoza, Heather
Mente, Yustini
Myers, Paige
Newcomb, James
Nunez, Tania
Ochoa, Gilbert
Orue Roses,
Elizabeth
Palacios, Jenna
Patrick, Kylee
Phillips, Jenna
Plascencia, Andy
Popoca, Victor

EXECUTIVE
BOARD

Proulx, Douglas
Quinto, Jennifer
Redford, Jennifer
Richards, Brittnie
Rivas, Brisa
Roberts, Sarah
Rogers, Kelly
Russell, Cheryl
Saito, Steven
Sanchez, Marisol
Sanchez, Sandy
Sandel, Alexandria
Stitz, Catherine
Suh, David
Tecson, Linda
Terry, Mykeal
Tickenoff, Jill
Torres, Jacqueline
Tracy, Nicole
Traudt, Susan
Trost, Timothy
Valdez, Nicholas
Vanden Bossche, Taylor
Veenstra, Victoria

PRESIDENT
Brenda Walker
act.prez@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT
Kelly Larned
act.veep@gmail.com
SECRETARY
Michele Houska
mlhouska@earthlink.net
TREASURER
Clif Harper
clifharper@gmail.com
ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR
Em Feller
fellerdog2@yahoo.com
ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR
Susie Hofmann
hofmannsusie@gmail.com
SECONDARY DIRECTOR
Larry Casias
scienceman59@sbcglobal.net
SECONDARY DIRECTOR
Dan Galindo
galindo.k12@gmail.com

New Teacher Reception

New teachers were welcomed with a reception held in their honor at the
ACT office on Wednesday, September 26th.

COMMUNICATION

SPECIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
Debi Woolery
dwwoolery@yahoo.com
COMMUNICATIONS
Bonni Gallegos
bonnie.gallegos1@gmail.com

Join in on the conversation- join us on Facebook. A great way to
share with, and encourage other ACT members!

CTA STAFF
Elizabeth Pinkava
epinkava@cta.org

Search for:

Associated Chino
Teachers (private group)
@ChinoTchrs (public page)
For Twitter & IG search :

@chinotchrs
Use #WeAreACT and
get reposted by us!
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ACT STAFF
Olivia Esparza
chinotchrs@gmail.com

See your contract and more!
associatedchinoteachers.com
ACT Office: 909-628-0713
Learn about benefits
and discounts!

cta.org

PAC
Kristen Woods
kristenlynwoods@gmail.com

www.associatedchinoteachers.com

